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An Australian filmmaker plans to swim across the
Pacific Ocean from Japan to the US in a giant plastic
bottle, to highlight marine pollution.
Richard Pain said he realised that swimming 9,000
kilometres from Japan to California was 'completely
mad' but said he hoped it inspired others to think more
about the environment.
'If I can do something this crazy, everybody else can do
something,' he told AFP.
'Whether it's recycle, reuse, rethink, stop using single
use plastics... just change their behaviour in some simple
way.'
Pain, 45, plans to swim in a giant recycled plastic water
bottle made out of thousands of smaller plastic water
bottles. The structure is intended to protect him from the
hazards of the ocean.
'All the small bottles will be in the shape of one big
bottle,' he said.
'I'm trying to create the iconic media image... a man
swimming in the middle of the Pacific Ocean inside a
giant plastic water bottle.'
Pain said his journey would take him through what is
known as the North Pacific Gyre or the Great Pacific
Garbage Patch - an area about the size of Texas full of
plastic rubbish to a depth of about six metres.
Because of four competing ocean currents which operate
in a clockwise direction, the garbage thrown off ships
and blown off land has accumulated in a becalmed area

 
Brisbane : Mostly cloudy

22°C - 30°C

»More Weather...»Change my location

 

Enter keyword(s)

 

Tones For Valentine
Serenade your special someone
with a romantic tone

Top Holiday Deals
Save on a range of 
travel packages

 WebMail  My BigPond

Internet Sport TV News Music Movies Games Kids Shopping Trading Post Cars Health Travel Maps Dating

Web search by GoogleTelstra BigPond Directories Help

http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?pub=bigpondnews&v=250&source=tbx-250&tt=0&s=fark&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbigpondnews.com%2Farticles%2FOddSpot%2F2009%2F12%2F21%2FAussie_to_swim_as_message_in_a_bottle_408924.html&title=Aussie%20to%20swim%20as%20'message%20in%20a%20bottle'%20%7C%20Odd%20Spot%20%7C%20BigPond%20News&content=&lng=en&uid=4797be153c5775b2
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?pub=bigpondnews&v=250&source=tbx-250&tt=0&s=digg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbigpondnews.com%2Farticles%2FOddSpot%2F2009%2F12%2F21%2FAussie_to_swim_as_message_in_a_bottle_408924.html&title=Aussie%20to%20swim%20as%20'message%20in%20a%20bottle'%20%7C%20Odd%20Spot%20%7C%20BigPond%20News&content=&lng=en&uid=4797be153c5775b2
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?pub=bigpondnews&v=250&source=tbx-250&tt=0&s=reddit&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbigpondnews.com%2Farticles%2FOddSpot%2F2009%2F12%2F21%2FAussie_to_swim_as_message_in_a_bottle_408924.html&title=Aussie%20to%20swim%20as%20'message%20in%20a%20bottle'%20%7C%20Odd%20Spot%20%7C%20BigPond%20News&content=&lng=en&uid=4797be153c5775b2
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?pub=bigpondnews&v=250&source=tbx-250&tt=0&s=delicious&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbigpondnews.com%2Farticles%2FOddSpot%2F2009%2F12%2F21%2FAussie_to_swim_as_message_in_a_bottle_408924.html&title=Aussie%20to%20swim%20as%20'message%20in%20a%20bottle'%20%7C%20Odd%20Spot%20%7C%20BigPond%20News&content=&lng=en&uid=4797be153c5775b2
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?pub=bigpondnews&v=250&source=tbx-250&tt=0&s=facebook&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbigpondnews.com%2Farticles%2FOddSpot%2F2009%2F12%2F21%2FAussie_to_swim_as_message_in_a_bottle_408924.html&title=Aussie%20to%20swim%20as%20'message%20in%20a%20bottle'%20%7C%20Odd%20Spot%20%7C%20BigPond%20News&content=&lng=en&uid=4797be153c5775b2
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?pub=bigpondnews&v=250&source=tbx-250&tt=0&s=twitter&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbigpondnews.com%2Farticles%2FOddSpot%2F2009%2F12%2F21%2FAussie_to_swim_as_message_in_a_bottle_408924.html&title=Aussie%20to%20swim%20as%20'message%20in%20a%20bottle'%20%7C%20Odd%20Spot%20%7C%20BigPond%20News&content=&lng=en&uid=4797be153c5775b2
javascript:gs_form_submit();
http://www.bigpond.com/weather/
javascript:TogglePostCodeEntry()
http://mobilefun.telstra.com/Category.aspx?cat=t&pc=4215628&ref=SCM-tonespics-romantic&cid=specials___3_SCM-tonespics-romantic
http://www.bigpond.com/travel/holidays/?ref=SCM-travel-topholiday&cid=specials___6_SCM-travel-topholiday
http://www.bigpond.com/specials/?ref=SCM-module
http://mobilefun.telstra.com/Category.aspx?cat=t&pc=4215628&ref=SCM-tonespics-romantic&cid=specials___2_SCM-tonespics-romantic
http://www.bigpond.com/travel/holidays/?ref=SCM-travel-topholiday&cid=specials___5_SCM-travel-topholiday
http://bigpondnews.com/
http://media.sensis.com.au/adclick/CID=000286330000000000000000
http://bigpondnews.com/articles/OddSpot/2009/12/21/Aussie_to_swim_as_message_in_a_bottle_408924.html#
http://bigpondnews.com/mobile
http://bigpondnews.com/rss
http://www.bigpond.com/unmetered
http://bigpondnews.com/
http://bigpondnews.com/National
http://bigpondnews.com/National-Regional
http://bigpondnews.com/Crime
http://bigpondnews.com/Entertainment
http://bigpondnews.com/Sport
http://bigpondnews.com/Business
http://bigpondnews.com/Finance
http://bigpondnews.com/World
http://bigpondnews.com/Technology
http://bigpondnews.com/Environment
http://bigpondnews.com/Health
http://bigpondnews.com/OddSpot
http://bigpond.com/weather/
http://bigpondnews.com/
http://bigpondnews.com/OddSpot
http://bigpondvideo.com/newstv?cid=bphp_headline
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://bigpondnews.com/articles/Sport/2010/02/14/Saracens_win_Wembley_thriller_to_go_top_428466.html
http://bigpondnews.com/articles/Sport/2010/02/14/Dons_share_spoils_with_Celtic_428465.html
http://bigpondnews.com/articles/Sport/2010/02/14/Terry_reunion_is_not_a_stunt_428462.html
http://bigpondnews.com/articles/World/2010/02/14/Terry_reunion_not_a_stunt_428461.html
http://bigpondnews.com/articles/Sport/2010/02/14/Dementieva_sets_up_final_with_Safarova_428460.html
http://bigpondnews.com/articles/Sport/2010/02/14/Hirvonen_extends_lead_in_Rally_of_Sweden_428459.html
http://bigpondnews.com/latestarticles/latest/1
http://go.bigpond.com/home/index.jsp?ref=Net-Head-BPlogo
https://messaging.bigpond.com/?ref=Net-Head-Webmail
http://www.bigpond.com/internet/mybigpond/?ref=Net-Head-MyBigPond
http://www.bigpond.com/internet/plans/?ref=Net-Head-Internet
http://www.bigpondsport.com/?ref=Net-Head-Sport
http://bigpondtv.com/?ref=Net-Head-TV
http://bigpondnews.com/?ref=Net-Head-News
http://bigpondmusic.com/?ref=Net-Head-Music
http://bigpondmovies.com/?ref=Net-Head-Movies
http://bigpondgames.com/?ref=Net-Head-Games
http://www.bigpondkids.com/?ref=Net-Head-Kids
http://shop.bigpond.com/?ref=Net-Head-Shop
http://www.tradingpost.com.au/Home?ref=intg047
http://www.v8supercars.com.au/?ref=Net-Head-Cars
http://www.bigpond.com/health/?ref=Net-Head-Health
http://www.bigpond.com/travel/?ref=Net-Head-Travel
http://www.whereis.com/?ref=Net-Head-Maps
http://bigpond.eharmony.com.au/?cid=55653&aid=1000&pid=1000&ref=Dating
javascript:bphf_submitSearch()
javascript:void(0);
http://www.telstra.com.au/?ref=Net-Head-Telstra
http://www.bigpond.com/home/?ref=Net-Head-BP
http://www.sensis.com.au/?ref=Net-Head-Dir
http://www.bigpond.com/internet/help/?ref=Net-Head-Help-Overview


14/02/10 8:54 AMAussie to swim as 'message in a bottle' | Odd Spot | BigPond News

Page 2 of 2http://bigpondnews.com/articles/OddSpot/2009/12/21/Aussie_to_swim_as_message_in_a_bottle_408924.html

Wireless broadband
ADSL
Cable internet
Dial-up internet
Internet access overseas
Email spam filter
Anti-virus
Web hosting
Special offers & discounts
Buy domain names

Internet access
Mobile ring tones
Caller Tones
Mobile phone wallpapers
Mobile games
Mobile TV
Foxtel on mobile

Mobile
Live news
Breaking news
Celebrity news
Sports news
Business news
Australia news
International news
Science news
Games news
Weather forecast

News
Rent DVDs online
Download latest movies
Movie trailers
Movie times
Download music
mp3 download
Free music
Latest games
Download games
Game rentals

Entertainment
BBQ
Beauty care
Digital cameras
Fashion accessories
Games
Home appliances
Luggage
Tickets
Toys

Online shopping
Watch video
Live scores
Online office
Create a Blog
Online photo printing
Symphony orchestra
 
... see all  BigPond Sites

More

in the centre, posing risks to birds and marine life.
The area is 'choked' with plastic items, which can be
sponges for toxins, varying in size from a kayak to the
tiniest wisps of plastic, Pain said.
'To the eye as you look across it, it undulates like regular
ocean, but when you look down into it, yeah, it's just
plastic everywhere,' he said.
'It's ocean, but it's kind of like soupy ocean.'
Pain, who plans to embark on his trip in 2011, said he
would swim up to 10 hours a day, five days a week and
spend his weekends recovering onboard a ship following
his course.
For his own protection, he will swim inside the bottle -
which will function like a cage similar to those used by
swimmers in shark-infested waters - and which will be
open at both ends to allow water to float through.
He will also wear a full bodysuit for ocean swimming,
flippers, earplugs, a cap and a snorkel to protect himself
from toxins during the journey, which he expects will
take about 45 weeks.
Pain has been shooting a documentary on his challenge
since June and currently swims about five kilometres a
day in the ocean.
He hopes to ramp that up to 30 kilometres five days a
week over the year before taking it to 40 kilometres a
day using flippers.
Pain said he was determined to complete the unique
challenge after becoming frustrated with politicians'
efforts to combat dangerous environmental problems.
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